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To

Subjectl Revised Guidelines for [C.AR.'s Fellowstrrips fon Post-graduate Studies

{PGS} in Agricultural Sciences

Sir,

The existing Guideling$,ifor ICAR's Fellowships for Post-graduate Studies [PGS) in
Agriculturai Sciences [.F. No. 15U)/2008-HRD[MiscJ, dated Sth December,2014] stand'
revised as approved by the Governing Body of the ICAR Sociefy in its 23sth Meeting held
on 01st December,Z}LS.

PIease find enclosed herewith the revisecl guiiielines for iCAR's Feiiowships [iRF
and SRF) for Post-graduate Studies (PGS] in Agricuitural Sciences [a]so uploaded on
ICAR website, www.icar.org.in) for information and necessary action with immediate
effect.

Yours faitlnfully,
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EncI: As above

Copy for intormation to
1. All DDGs, ICAR, Addl. Secretary (DAREJ and Secretary ICA& Addl. Secretary and

FA IDARE/ICAR), ND (NAEP Unit)
iCAR
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1. BACKGRSIJIVp

For recognition. of talent and promotion of merit in general, and for encouragi,gtalented students ta undertake trigher agricultural education in particular, the Indiancouncil of Agricultural Researci {herein-after referred to as council] awards acertain number of Junior and senior Research Fellowships fcr post-graduate [pG]studies in different disciplines of agricuiture ar:d allied sciences. The number andsubiects of s|udy fcr award of junior and senior R.esearch Feilowships are announcedfrom lime to time.

2. NQMENCL,qTURE

-council's ]unior Research Fellowships for PG studies wiil be called "trc.A.R-
IR'F'(FGS)" and the Senior Research Feiiowships for pC studies will be called "trCAR.-
sRF {PGs}".

ICAR-IRF [PGS] will be awarded for post-graduate study [course and research workJleading to a Master's degree wheieas ican-snr fpcsl will be awarded forpost-graduate study fcourse and resea.cir work] leading io , pr,.n. degree.

3.
trRF (PGS}}

-

3.].. MET'F{OD OF' AWARD
ICAR-IRF (PGSJ will be awarded on the basis of merit in the All lndia Competitive
Entratrce Exarnination for (i) ICAR-IRF [PGS) and tii] concui-i-eni admissfun toMaster's degree program at State Agricuitural *niversities [SAUs), Deemed
universities viz. -iA!l (New DelhiJ 7 runl ftzarnagarJ / NDRI ixrrnrt; 

-/ 
ctF;

[Mumbai] / AAU (Allahabad), Central Agricultural Unlversity (tmphal, Manipur), and
Central Universities. having faculty oi agriculture viz. Banaras Hindu University
(BHUJ, Aligarh Muslim University (AMU], Visva Bharti and Nagaland University,
collectively hereinafter referred to as rhe Agricultural Universiti"r laUr;. The {CAR.-
IR'F (PGS) will NST be available for admission in any universiry otlier than the AUs
as mentioned above.

3.2 EI,IGItsTLtrTY
0nly those candidates having passed their Bachelor's degree or appearing at the
Finai Examination of the Bachelor's Degree in the concerned fieid, under: 10+6,
10+2+5, \A+2+4 are eligible to apply foi admission. [For admission, rhe eligibility
requirement laid down by the respective AUs including tenure wiil be treated as

iinal). Candidates must have obtained 60% marks or Oirerall Grade point Average
IOGPA) of 6.60/10.00 or 3.29ls.00 ar 2.6/4.a0 for General, OBC and under
Privileged States iUPS) categories whereas for SC/ST/Physicaily Challenged [pCJ
categories, the candidates must have obtained 55% marks or an bCpa of S.S7f O.Oo
ar 7.75 /5.A0 or 2.ZA /4.00. The equivaience of OGPA to percent marks, where needecl,
will be certified by the Registrar of the concerned University. For admission in
M.V.Sc., candidates must have completed B.V.Sc, & A.H. with internship before the
date of registration in the University.



3.3 AGE trrlMIT
Minimum age limit shall be 1-9 years as oR the date of the examination. No relaxation
is admissible regarding minimum age limit.

3.4 RESERVATION
Reservation of various categories such as SC/ST/OBC and pH etc. wili be given as per
Government of India rules/lnstructions issued irom time to time. The reiponsibility
of verification of the genuineness of SC/ST/OBC and PH certificates will ioleiy resi
with the concerned Agricultural Universify (AUl where the candidate has been
recommended for admission or granted provisional admission.

3.5 DI'RATION
Duration of ICAR-]RF (PGSJ will be two years and in no case it will be exrended
beyond the period of fwo years,

3.6 RATES
The rates of feliowship and contingency grant for higher studies will be as prescribed
by the Council from time to time.

4, SEI{IOR RESEARCH FEI,I,OWSX{JP

4.1- METI{OD OF AWARD
Ali India Competitive Examination for the award of ICAR's Senior Research
Fellowship IAICE-SRF(PGS)] will be conducted by the Council [i) for *,u ururJ oi
ICAR-SRFIPGSJ on the basis. o.f merit and [ii] ior.r...nt admission to Doctora]
degree program onzSo/o seats (subject to atteait one seat for each alscipllnl;;,,rg
Ph'D' degree programme in the UniversityJ of accredited Agricultural Universities
under the ICAR-AY ty:!91 except the ICAR Deemed-ro-U.-un'ioerriri.r^fou.J wherelaa 0/o seats will be fiiled up through their own separate national level entrance
examinations.

4.2 EttrGItsIITY CRITERIA
The candidates having completed their Master's degree program securing 0verall
Grade Point Average IOGPAJ of at least 6.50/10.00 sfale, i,zi1s,oo scale, i.eoA3o
scale for General and 0BC categories and 5.50/10.00,2.7s/s.oo, z.zo 1+.rjo ,.ri"rt.sc/sT/Physically Challenged (PC) candidates, respectively from any recognized
University in India and abroad would be eligible. In other .ir.r, *fr".*"g.ua.-!-oiC
are not awarded and only marks are awarded, the candidate must havl secuied at
ieast 60% marks for General/OBC Category. For SC/ST/physicatiy Ci,rit.rged (pCJ
candidates, the minimum percentage of riarks will Ue SOoZ. fn. .qrioalence between
OGPA and percent marks, where needed, will not be acceptable. The .rnaiarr.,
having passed with Bachelor's degree of 3 years' duration are not ufigiUf. *iil;;
proviso that such candidates if already un.oil.d for Masters degree p;;;; -;";r;;
the date of this notification may seek admission to ph,D. jug.* frogrr*;. in
respective ICAR-DUs only in accordance with their prescribed .f i"giUiti;; .ii*ir. ifr.
candidates must complete the postgraduate degree in all ,..puri, ,na pruAuce the
degree completiori certificate from the Registraito this effect on/before igth 1rn. o.
the date of counseling, whichever is later, failing which tirey witi n";ilconsidered
for admission and the award of fellowship. The admission ind fellowship would begranted oniy when the candidate seeks admission through counseling .onau.rua Uy
ICAR and pursues Ph.D. degree in an Agricultural UniverJity IAUJ exceipt an ICAR-D1!,
where l}a o/o seats will be filled up through its own separate national levei entrance
examination. The candidate must pursue Ph,D, degree in an AU other than the one
from where the candidate has obtained Bachelor,s Jr Master,s degree.



4.3.4G9
The upper age limit would be 30 years as on the date of the examination for General
category. The upper age limit for candidates belonging to SC/ ST/Women/pc/gBc
[Ncn-reamy layer as per the Central ]ist of 0BCJ citegories shall be relaxable by S
years. For in-sen'ice candidates of Agricultural Universities [AUj, the upper age iimit
would be 45 year's as on the date of examination whereas, the aiademii perfoimance
requiremenl would remain as stated above.

4,4 RESERVATI&Iq
Reservation of various calegories such as SC/ST/0BC and PI{ etc., wili be given as per
Government of India rules/instructions issued from time to time. The reiponsibility
of verification of the genuineness of SC/ST/OBC and PH certificates will be of the
concerned Agricultural University [AU] where the candidate has obtained admission.

4,5 tsURAT'I&N
Duration of ICAR-SRF (PGSJ will be three years and in no case it will be extended
beyond the period ofthree years.

4.6 R.ATEs
The rates of fellowship and contingency grant for higher studies will be as prescribed
by the Council from time to time"

5. orI{ER csND{T[oNS F'offi AW-&RD oF {c.qR-}Rr PGs} and [cAR.-sRF'[pGS]

5.1 The fellowships will be admissible to persons of Indian nationality as definecl in
the Constitution of India or persons domiciled in India.

5.2 A fellow will be under the administrative control of the Head of the Agricultural
Universities (AUs] where he/she joins. The Head of the Agricultural Universities
(AUsJ wiil ensure that all the rules and regulations of Council governing the
award of fellowship are strictly adhered to. The fellow will work under a
recognized guide on the faculqy of Agricultural Universities [AUsJ.

5.3 The fellowship will take effect from the date the feilow joins the course or the
start of academic session for which fellowship has been offered whichever is
later,

5.4 The students must tal<e admission for the relevant degree program within a
period of one year from the date of issuance of award letter, faiiing which
feliowship shall stand withdrawn automatically.

5,5 Fellows wiil not be paid their fellowship during the period of str:ike or during the
period the fellow remains on conduct probation or the day feliow does not attend
the class or student seminar in the departmentldivision.

5.6 A fellow will not be allowed to avail of any other fellowship/schoiarship during
the tenure of fellowship of the Council, In case a candidate is already receiving
any other fellowship or scholarship, it will be surrendered by him hefore
accepting the fellowship of the Councii.



5,7 Funds will normally be paid to the Head of the institute/AU in advance for the
first year after the issue of sanction for fellowship. The payment of fellowship for
subsequent years will be made on receipt of [aJ a demand for funds from the

Head of the Institute/AU and [b) a certificate in the prescribed form from the
Guide of the candidate, duly approved by the Head of the Institute/AU that the
progress of the candidate is satisfactory with respect to the time schedule and

maintenance of required 0GPA as per eligibiliry of the fellowship at the end of
each year of the study. No renewal application wouid be entertained by the
Councii if the required 0GPA has not been maintained.

6, TER.&{XISA.T{O N OF' F'EI,I,OWStr{ TP

6.L The fellowship wiil be terminated without notice

6.L.3. 0n the date the fellow ceases to be on the rolls of the Agricultural
University.

6.L.2 0n the date the sanction of the fellowship expires.

5.1.3 If the feilow leaves the institution where the fellowship was offered.

6.1,4If a fellow is dropped by the institute due to poor performance

6.L.5 If at any time in the opinion of the Agricultural University [AU) a fe]low is
found to be negiigent in his studies, does not devote full time for studies
and research, progress report is unsatisfactory or is guilty of unbecoming
conduct.

6,L.6 If a fellow does not complete or leaves his studies before the expiry of
sanctioned tenure of the fellowship the guide should immediately report
such cases and no feliowship should be paid thereafter.

6,3.,7 As per provisions of 5.4 of the guideiine.

6.2 All the candidates awarded ICAR-JRF [PGS]/ ICAR-SRF (PGSI will have to execute
a surely bond of appropriate amount as per the instructions of the Council from
time to time, at the time of registration in the respective University to ensure
completion of the program undertaken with fellowship support.

6.3 A fellow shall not leave the course before its completion without prior approval
of the Council and ensuring that the required obligations under surety bond are
fulfilled. lf any fellow leaves without permission he shall not be paid any
fellowship amount due to him from the date of leaving. No fellowship amount
will be paid if fellow leaves within six months of joining the course.

6"4 Fellow will submit a soft copy of the thesis on Compact Disk {CD) to the Council
within three months of the completion of his studies. The result of submission of
thesis will be intimated to the Council in due course by the Head of the
Agricultural Universiti es.



6.5 TJt* receipt. of financial assistance from the Council should be suitably
. acknowledged by the fellow in the thesis / research papers

6'6 ICAR will have the intellectual properry rights/p,rop'rietary right on research
outputs of the ICAR-JRF IPGSI ,na icari-sn'r ipcsf made during rhe period of
working in the ICAR as put ti.,. provisions of 

"'ICA'R 
Cuideiines ?"; i";.11.;;r;i

Properly Management and Technology Transfer/ CommercializatioJ' *rtrilt
mutandis. However, in case the candidle has done some ..r.ur.i, *ork, his/her
nanne can accord,ingly be acknowledgedl included appropria,"fy i, the researctr
pap*risJ as solely decided by the Guide. No right in ttrii regard cin be claimed.

7. LEAVE
ICAR-JRF(PGS)/ICAR-SRF (PGS) will be governed by the extant rules of the
concerned AU as appiicable to the other students.
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